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970 Geographical Literature and Maps 

Die Schweiz. Land, Volk, Staat und Wirtschaft. Von Oscar Wettstein. 
(Series: Aus Natur und Geisteswelt.) vi and 114 pp. Map. B. G. 
Teubner, Leipzig, 1915. Mk. 1.25. 7^x5. 
A large subject, treated in a small book, conformable to the plan of this 
well-known series. One does not question the sincerity of the author, in observ- 
ing that the abundant material would make it easier to put it into seven 
volumes than' into seven chapters. Comprehensiveness is not surrendered, how- 
ever, and there is, in spite of narrow limits, surprising fullness of information 
about the land, the people, the history, civil government, industrial conditions 
and material and intellectual development. The preface, written in October, 
1914, expresses the hope of continued neutrality, calls the country an oasis of 
peace in the heart of Europe, and points to the Swiss as possible healers and 
mediators in coming days. A. P. Beigham. 

POLAB 

The Home of the Blizzard. Being the Story of the Australasian Antarc- 
tic Expedition, 1911-1914. By Sir Douglas Mawson. Vol. 1 : xxx and 349 
pp. Vol. 2: xiii and 338 pp. Maps, ills., index. J. B. Lippincott Co., 
Philadelphia, 1915. $9 per set. 10x7%. 

This expedition to Antarctica under the command of Sir Douglas Mawson, 
and financed largely by the people of Australia, returned in 1914, after more 
than two years of work, with a superb record of achievement. The arrange- 
ments and personnel of the expedition were unusually well provided for and 
the object of the expedition, primarily to explore the unknown coast between 
Cape Adare and Gaussberg, was a sufficient departure from the ordinary aim in 
high latitude exploration to make the expedition of special interest. Mawson 's 
report of the area known as Wilkes Land is particularly gratifying to Amer- 
icans in that he gives full credit to Wilkes for his voyage and discoveries along 
hundreds of miles of the coast line, which his countrymen named Wilkes Land 
in his honor. 

This work is the greatest contribution to Antarctic literature of recent 
years because it deals with about one-seventh of the periphery of the Antarctic 
coasts that were entirely unknown except for the memorable voyage of Wilkes 
in 1840 and the scientific work of the Gawss German expedition in 1902. It 
is needless here to set forth the content of the brilliant work of Mawson and 
his party because their results and experiences have been described in all geo- 
graphical periodicals as well as in many other publications. Mawson 's volumes 
are needed in all public and geographical libraries and in the collections of all 
persons who are interested in Polar exploration. Besides being a complete 
record of the journeys, the discoveries and the scientific conclusions of the 
Mawson party, the volumes also have in a high degree the fine quality of 
readability ; and their maps and illustrations are unsurpassed in any polar book. 

B. M. Brown. 

Report on the Scientific Results of the Voyage of the S. Y. 
" Scotia " during the years 1902, 1903, and 1904, under the leadership 
of William S. Bruce (Scottish National Antarctic Expedition). Vol. 4: 
Zoology. Parts 2-20: Vertebrates. By D. Hepburn, and others. 505 pp. 
Maps, ills. Scottish Oceanogr. Laboratory, Edinburgh, 1915. 50s. 12% x 10. 
To the geographer the most direct interest of the fourth volume of the 
above report lies in the section entitled ' ' The Whale Fisheries of the Falkland 
Islands and Dependencies," by Theodore Salvesen. The report gives a con- 
densed account of the rise of modern whaling in the Southern Seas. From its 
commencement in the early eighteenth century the old industry rose to a period 
of maximum prosperity in the first half of the nineteenth century, when the 
southern waters were annually frequented by 500 or 600 whalers. The whalers 
were wooden sailing vessels of 150 to 400 tons, complete in themselves for the 
prosecution of the industry from start to finish. But they were restricted in 
their range and, with a reduction in catch and in the value of whale products, 



